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DECISION ON PETITION 



TO WITHDRAW HOLDING 



OF ABANDONMENT 



The decision is in response to applicants' "Petition to Withdraw Holding 
of Abandonment" filed 22 March 2000. No fee is required. 

BACKGROUND 

On 25 June 1998, applicants filed a transmittal letter for entry into the national 
stage in the United States under 35 U.S.C. 371 which was accompanied by, inter alia, 
an executed declaration. 

On 24 November 1998, the United States Designated/Elected Office 
(DO/EO/US) mailed a Notification of Missing Requirements under 35 U.S.C. 371 (Form 
PCT/DO/EO/905) indicating that a declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .497(a) and 
(b) must be provided. A one-month time period for response was set with extensions of 
time available. 

On 03 November 1999, a Notification of Abandonment (Form PCT/DO/EO/909) 
was mailed for failing to respond to the Form PCT/DO/EO/905 within the time period 
set. 

On 22 March 2000, applicants filed the instant petition requesting to withdraw the 
holding of abandonment. 

DISCUSSION 

In the instant petition, applicants claim that the declaration submitted with the 
national stage papers on 24 November 1998 was properly executed and in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .497(a) and (b). Moreover, counsel claims that he "telephoned the 
person who executed the Notification of Missing Requirements and indicated that in fact 
the papers which were filed did bear the complete signature of all of the inventors . . . 
Thereafter, a message was left with this office indicating that the Notification of Missing 
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Requirements was to be considered as withdrawn." 

A review of the above-captioned application file reveals that the declaration filed 
with the national stage papers on 25 June 1998 was in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.497(a) and (b). 



Applicants' petition to withdraw the holding of abandonment is hereby 
GRANTED . 

The Form PCT/DO/EO/909 mailed 03 November 1999 is VACATED . 

Applicants have completed the requirements for acceptance under 35 U.S.C. 
371(c). The application has an international filing date of 22 November 1996, under 35 
U.S.C. 363, and a 35 U.S.C. 371 date of 25 June 1998. 

This application is being forwarded to the National Stage Processing Division of 
the Office of PCT Operations for continued processing. 
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